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Born Round: The Secret History of a Full-Time Eater by Frank Bruni. 367p.
O‘Z‘N R Oo/’/ This memoir by the New York Times food critic will speak to any hungry

B < hedonist who has ever had to rein in an appetite to avoid letting out a
) ? waistband, and will delight anyone interested in matters of family, matters
4 .
&t!ﬂ, of the heart, and the big role food plays in them. (PB avbl June)
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Columbine by Dave Cullen 417p. Drawing on hundreds of interviews,

thousands of pages of police files, FBI psychologists, and the boy's tapes

and diaries, Columbine gives the first complete account of the Columbine

tragedy. In the tradition of HELTER SKELTER and IN COLD BLOOD,

COLUMBINE is destined to be a classic. A close-up portrait of hatred, a

community rendered helpless, and the police blunders and cover-ups, it is
e g compelling and utterly human portrait of two killers-an unforgettable
cautionary tale for our times. (PB avbl March)

Fordlandia: The Rise and Fall of Henry Ford's Forgotten Jungle City by
Greg Grandin. 416p. In 1927, Henry Ford, the richest man in the world,
bought a tract of land twice the size of Delaware in the Brazilian Amazon.

- His intention was to grow rubber, but the project rapidly evolved into a more
s g y ambitious bid to export America itself, along with its golf courses, ice-cream
e B Shops, bandstands, indoor plumbing, and Model Ts rolling down broad
FUHULA'D'A streets. "Fordlandia" depicts a desperate quest to salvage the bygone
e - America that the Ford factory system did much to dispatch. (PB avbl April)

The Lost City of Z: A Tale of Deadly Obsession in the Amazonby David
Grann. 339p. In 1925 British explorer Perry Fawcett ventured into the
Amazon to find an ancient civilization, hoping to make one of the most
important discoveries in history. For centuries Europeans believed the
world’s largest jungle concealed the glittering kingdom of El Dorado.
Thousands had died looking for it, leaving many scientists convinced that
o — the Amazon was truly inimical to humankind. But Fawcett spent years
e building his scientific case and captivated the imagination of millions
around the globe. He set out to prove that this ancient civilization—which
he dubbed “Z"—existed. Then he and his expedition vanished. (PB avbl)

David Grann
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Strength in What Remains by Tracy Kidder. Deo arrives in America from
Burundi in search of a new life. Having survived a civil war and genocide,
he lands at JFK airport with $200, no English, and no contacts. He ekes out
a precarious existence delivering groceries, living in Central Park, and
learning English by reading dictionaries in bookstores. Then Deo begins to
meet the strangers who will change his life, pointing him eventually in the
direction of Columbia University, medical school, and a life devoted to
healing. Kidder breaks new ground in telling this unforgettable story as he
Seierasaiee  travels with Deo back over a turbulent life in search of meaning and
forgiveness. (PB avbl May)

Lit: A Memoir by Mary Karr 386p. In Lit, the long-awaited sequel to her
New York Times bestselling memoirs The Liars' Club and Cherry, Mary
Karr chronicles her descent into the inferno of alcoholism and madness,
and her astonishing resurrection. A recollection of her struggle to come to
| terms with her Christian faith after years as an agnostic that explores the
relationship between spirituality and substance abuse and depression, Lit
is also about getting drunk and getting sober; becoming a mother by letting
go of a mother; and learning to write by learning to live. (PB not yet avbl)

Open: An Autobiography by Andre Agassi 385p. “Not just a first-rate
sports memoir but a genuine bildungsroman, darkly funny yet also
anguished and soulful. It confirms what Agassi’s admirers sensed from the
outset, that this showboat . . . was not clamoring for attention but rather
conducting a struggle to wrest some semblance of selfhood from the sport
that threatened to devour him.” -Sam Tanenhaus, The New York Times
Book Review (PB not yet avbl)

Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide by

s Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn. 294p. “A brilliantly argued case for
B investing in the health and autonomy of women worldwide. "More girls have
S been killed in the last 50 years, precisely because they were girls, than men
“ | were killed in all the wars of the 20th century,'. Details the rampant 'gendercide’
in the developing world, particularly in India & Pakistan. Far from merely making
moral appeals, the authors posit that it is impossible for countries to climb out of
poverty if only a fraction of women (9% in Pakistan,for example) participate in
the labor force. (from Publishers Weekly) (PB avbl June)
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Changing My Mind: Occasional Essays by Zadie Smith. 306p.

Split into four sections-Reading, Being, Seeing, and Feeling-Changing My
Mind invites readers to witness the world from Zadie Smith's unique
vantage. Smith casts her acute eye over material both personal and
cultural, with wonderfully engaging essays--some published here for the
first time--on diverse topics including literature, movies, going to the Oscars,
British comedy, family, feminism, Obama, Katharine Hepburn, and Anna
Magnani. (PB not yet avbl)

The Good Soldiers by David Finkel. 287p. It was the last-chance moment of
the war. In January 2007, President Bush announced a new strategy for Iraq.
He called it the surge. Many listening asked why this effort would succeed
when previous operations to secure Baghdad had not. Among those listening
were the young, optimistic army infantry soldiers of the 2-16, the battalion
nicknamed the Rangers. About to head to a vicious area of Baghdad, they

" ' decided the difference would be them. 15 months later, the soldiers returned
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home forever changed. Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter David Finkel was with
them in Bagdad, and almost every grueling step of the way. What was the true

story of the surge? And was it really a success? (PB not yet avbl)

TIMOTHY EGAN

The Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt and the Fire That Saved America by
Timothy Egan (author of The Worst Hard Time). 324p. In this unique
chronicle of the 1910 forest fire that burned more than three million acres
in two days, killed at least 80 people, and destroyed five towns, Egan,
author of the National Book Award-winning "The Worst Hard Time", tells
a complex and intriguing story: the confrontation between wealthy
industrialists who built railroads and stripped the land of its natural
resources and those men, including President Theodore Roosevelt and
his chief forester, Gifford Pinchot, who diligently worked to preserve the
West's vast forest resources. (from Library Journal) (PB not yet avbl)

Stitches: A Memoir by David Small. 329p. Uses drawings to depict
the consciousness of a young boy. The story starts when the
narrator is six years old and follows him into adulthood, with most of
the story spent during his early adolescence. The youngest member
of a silent and unhappy family, David is subjected to repeated x-rays
to monitor sinus problems. When he develops cancer as a result of
this procedure, he is operated on without being told what is wrong
with him. The operation results in the loss of his voice, cutting him
off even further from the world around him. (PB not yet avbl)
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The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithradates, Rome's Deadliest

Enemy by Adrienne Mayor. 448p. (but heavily illustrated). Mithradates
inherited a wealthy Black Sea kingdom at age 14 after his mother poisoned his
father. He was exiled but returned in triumph. He envisioned a grand Eastern
empire to rival Rome. After massacring 80,000 Roman citizens in 88 BC, he

. seized Greece and modern-day Turkey. After some of the most spectacular
battles in ancient history, he dragged Rome into a long round of wars and
threatened to invade ltaly. His uncanny ability to elude capture and surge back
after devastating losses unnerved the Romans, while his mastery of poisons

allowed him to foil assassination attempts and eliminate rivals. National Book Award finalist. (PB not

yet avbl)

REBECCA SOLNIT

A Paradise Built in Hell: The Extraordinary Communities That Arise in
Disaster by Rebecca Solnit. 353p. Why is it that in the aftermath of a
disaster people suddenly become altruistic, resourceful, and brave? What
makes the newfound communities so joyous? And what does this joy reveal
about ordinarily unmet social desires and possibilities? Solnit explores
these phenomena, looking at major calamities such as the 1906 earthquake
in San Francisco, the 1917 explosion in Halifax, Nova Scotia, the 1985
Mexico City earthquake, 9/11, and Hurricane Katrina. She examines how
disaster throws people into a temporary utopia of changed states of mind

and social possibilities, and looks at the cost of the widespread myths and rare cases of social
deterioration during crisis. (PB not yet avbl)
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The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe by
William | Hitchcock. 464p. In this National Book Award nominee, Hitchcock

" surveys the European continent from D-Day to the final battles of the war and

the first few months of peace. He shows that the liberation of Europe was both
a military triumph and a human tragedy of epic proportions. He gives voice to
those who were on the receiving end of liberation, moving them from the edge
of the story to the center. He portrays the liberation from France to Poland to
Germany, from concentration-camp internees to refugees, farmers to
shopkeepers, husbands and wives to children. (PB avbl)

Following the Water: A Hydromancer's Notebook by David Carroll 186p.
Natl Book Award nominee. Writer/naturalist/artist David Carroll illuminates
the ecology and life histories of tree frogs, hawks, foxes, and wood and spotted
turtles with the precision and passion that won him a 2006 MacArthur "genius”
award in an intensely observed chronicle of his annual March-to-November
wetlands immersion--from the joy of the first turtle sighting in March to the
gorgeously described, vibrant trilling of tree frogs ("lichen with eyes") in late
May to the ancient sense of love and loss Carroll experiences each autumn
when it is time once again to part with open water. (PB not yet avbl)
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= o Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in the Search for the Origins of
?3} el Species by Sean Carroll. 352p. Natl Book Award nominee. 150 years ago,
R e most of our world was an unexplored wilderness. Our sense of its age was
vague and vastly off the mark. Our sense of our own species’ history was a
set of fantastic myths and fairy tales. This book celebrates the pioneers
who replaced our fancies with the amazing true story of how our world
evolved. It recounts Darwin’s trip on the Beagle, Walcott’s discovery of pre-
Cambrian life in the Grand Canyon, the Leakey’s investigation of our past
in East Africa, and the scientists who have located a time clock in our DNA. (PB avbl)

Methland: The Death and Life of an American Small Town by Nick Reding.
272p. Crystal methamphetamine is widely considered to be the most
dangerous drug in the world, and nowhere is that more true than in the
small towns of the heartland, like Oelwein, lowa (pop. 6,159), where an
incredibly cheap, long-lasting, and highly addictive drug has rolled into
town. Over a period of four years, Nick Reding tells the story through
metMand several characters, including Clay Hallburg, the town doctor, who fights
meth even as he struggles with his own alcoholism; Nathan Lein, the town

RN  prosecutor, whose caseload is filled almost exclusively with meth-related
crime; and Jeff Rohrick, a meth addict, still trying to kick the habit after
twenty years. (PB avbl May)

THE DEATH AND LIFE

Horse Soldiers: The Extraordinary Story of a Band of U.S. Soldiers Who
Rode to Victory in Afghanistan by Doug Stanton 396p. A the dramatic
account of a small band of Special Forces soldiers who secretly entered
Afghanistan following 9/11 and rode to war on horses against the Taliban.
The bone-weary American soldiers were welcomed as liberators, and
overjoyed Afghans thronged the streets. Then the action took a wholly
unexpected turn. During a surrender of six hundred Taliban troops, the
Horse Soldiers were ambushed. Dangerously outnumbered, they fought for
their lives. At risk were the military gains of the entire campaign: if the
soldiers perished or were captured, the effort to defeat the Taliban might be
doomed. (PB avbl May)

The Case for God by Karen Armstrong. 432p. “Fascinating journey
through Western civilization's ongoing attempts to understand and explain
the concept of God.... Though mostly focused on the West, Armstrong
maintains a global perspective, masterfully weaving in her solid
understanding of the world's panoply of faiths. Accessible, intriguing study
of how we see God.” (from Kirkus Reviews). The task of religion, she
says, is to “help us live creatively, peacefully, and even joyously with
realities for which there are no easy explanations.” (PB avbl September)
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The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American
Dream by Patrick Keefe. 414p. In the 1980s, many Chinese immigrants worked
in a shadow economy overseen by ruthless gangs that ruled NYC’s Chinatown.
The person who came to dominate this underworld was grandmother known as
Sister Ping, who ran a full-service underground bank for illegal Chinese immigrants.
But her real business— one that earned an estimated $40 million — was
smuggling people. Snakehead tells the story not only of Sister Ping, but of the
gunslingers who worked for her, the immigration and law enforcement officials who
pursued her, and the generation of penniless immigrants who risked death so that

they could realize their version of the American dream. (PB avbl July) (12/5/0)

Shop Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry into the Value of Work
by Matthew B. Crawford. 246p. Shop Class as Soulcraft brings alive an
: experience that was once quite common, but now seems to be receding from

S H.OP CL ;SS society — the experience of making and fixing things with our hands. Those of
YN TE T Yag Uus who sit in an office often feel a lack of connection to the material world, a
ey e sense of loss, and find it difficult to say exactly what we do all day. For anyone
' who felt hustled off to college, then to the cubicle, against their own inclinations
and natural bents, Shop Class as Soulcraft seeks to restore the honor of the
manual trades as a life worth choosing. (PB avbl April)

The Battle for America, 2008: The Story of an Extraordinary Election
by Don Balz and Haynes Johnson. 432. A definitive account of the
landmark election from two of America's best known political reporters The
e BATTLE res €lection of 2008 shattered political barriers, illuminated undercurrents of
AMERICA race, gender, and class, and ignited an extraordinary battle among some of
_2_ ‘° ? 8' the most formidable political rivals ever to seek the presidency in Barack
_________ Obama, Hillary Clinton, and John McCain. It was an election that played
out against a backdrop of wars, a shattered economy, and deep pessimism
about the future. (PB not yet avbl)

200 Bl Y| Born to Run: A Hidden Tribe, Superathletes, and the Greatest Race the
?;"&"‘&L’?;S!S&"m World Has Never Seen by Christopher McDougall. 304p. Isolated by the

: most savage terrain in North America, the reclusive Tarahumara Indians of
Mexico's deadly Copper Canyons are custodians of a lost art. For centuries
they have practiced techniques that allow them to run hundreds of miles
without rest and chase down anything from a deer to an Olympic marathoner.
Their superhuman talent is matched by uncanny health and serenity, leaving
the Tarahumara immune to the diseases and strife that plague modern

s 3 existence. With the help of a mysterious loner who lives among the tribe, the
author uncovered the secrets of the Tarahumara and found his own inner ultra-athlete. (PB avbl April)
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! The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and
THE BOY Hope by Bryan Mealer and William Kamkwamba. 273p. William

WHO HARNESSED Kamkwamba was born in Malawi, a country where magic ruled and modern
THE WIND science was mystery. It was also a land withered by drought and hunger,
¢ and a place where hope and opportunity were hard to find. But William had
read about windmills in a book called Using Energy, and he dreamed of
¥ A1 r  building one that would bring electricity and water to his village and change
ek Zj[ his life and the lives of those around him. His neighbors mocked him and

QT called him misala — crazy — but William was determined to show them
what a little grit and ingenuity could do. (PB not yet avbl)

M Green Metropolis: Why Living Smaller, Living Closer, and Driving Less Are
ﬁﬁh% the Keys to Sustainability by David Owen. 357p. Most Americans think of
| e
o } c-*

crowded cities as ecological nightmares--wastelands of concrete and garbage,
o diesel fumes and traffic jams. Yet residents of compact urban centers,
ﬁf individually consume less oil, electricity, and water than other Americans. They
live in smaller spaces, discard less trash, and spend far less time in
GHEE MHRUPU”S automobiles. Owen contends that the environmental problem we face is not
sty how to make cities more like the pristine countryside, but how to make other
—_— settled places more like Manhattan. (PB not yet avbl)

THE

The Hawk and the Dove: Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of
H AV‘T K the Cold War by Nicholas Thompson. 403p. This masterly double biography
A tells the story of our nation during the most dangerous half century in history.
D O \f E Nitze--the hawk--was a consummate insider who believed that the best way to
EASLMLILSUADSLATARE avoid a nuclear clash was to prepare to win one. More than any other
CHDLAS THORP3OU American, he was responsible for the arms race. Kennan--the dove--was a
e 5 diplomat turned academic whose famous X article persuasively argued that we
é* - should contain the Soviet Union while waiting for it to collapse from within. For
Sl ,_/‘V ,; 40 years, he exercised more influence on foreign affairs than any other private
citizen. (PB not yet avbl)

The Healing of America: A Global Quest for Better, Cheaper, and Fairer
- Health Care by T. R. Reid. Reid shows how other industrialized democracies
. have achieved something the United States can't seem to do: provide health

NG O 4
) @ . . .
,g? AT "ffﬁ care for everybody at a reasonable cost. In his quest to find a possible
QuEstFoR 0 .. . .. . .. . .
: ,5‘3’ e prescription, Reid visits wealthy, free market, industrialized democracies like
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our own — France, Germany, Japan, the U.K., and Canada. Reid shares
evidence from doctors, government officials, health care experts, and patients
the world over, finding that foreign health care systems give everybody quality
care at an affordable cost. And that dreaded monster "socialized medicine"
turns out to be a myth. Many developed countries provide universal coverage
with private doctors, private hospitals, and private insurance. (PB not yet avbl)
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How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities by John Cassidy.

390p. Behind the alarming headlines about job losses, bank bailouts, and

corporate greed is a little-known story of bad ideas. For fifty years or more,

economists have been busy developing elegant theories of how markets work-

-how they facilitate innovation, create wealth, and allocate of resources. But

what about when markets don't work--when they lead to stock market bubbles,
inequality, pollution, real estate crashes, & credit crunches? This book
describes the ri samged or-tlimdeatmierealopéoplé ut op i
act and denying that an unregulated free market can produce disastrous

unintended consequences. (PB not yet avbl)

In Fed We Trust: Ben Bernanke's War on the Great Panic by David
IN FED ) _— ”
WE TRUST Wessel 336p. While the Constitution specifies three coequal branches of
government, over the past three decades a fourth branch has emerged--the

RVl —cderal Reserve. The single most important economic institution in the world,
the Fed steers the $13 trillion dollar American economy by printing money and
influencing the price of credit. Explaining both what happened and why it
happened during the great panic of 2008, David provides new insight into how
the Fed really works-and the fears Bernanke and other key players dealt with

SAY O WESS as the economic car was about to go off the cliff. This is a breathtaking and
singularly perceptive look at a historic episode in American and global economic history. (PB not yet
avbl)

Logicomix: An Epic Search for Truth by Apostolos Doxiadis 347p. This
graphic novel recounts philosopher Bertrand Russell’'s agonized search for
absolute truth, Russell crosses paths with legendary thinkers like Gottlob
Frege, David Hilbert, and Kurt Godel, and finds a passionate student in the
great Ludwig Wittgenstein. But his most ambitious goal--to establish
unshakable logical foundations of mathematics--continues to loom before him.
R Through love and hate, peace and war, he persists in the dogged mission that
e  (reatens to claim both his career and his personal happiness, finally driving

i s him to the brink of insanity. (PB not yet avbl)

Manhood for Amateurs: The Pleasures and Regrets of a Husband, Father, and Son
by Michael Chabon. 306p. What does it mean to be a man today? Chabon
invokes and interprets and struggles to reinvent for us, with characteristic
warmth and lyric wit, the personal and family history that haunts him even as it
goes on being written every day. As a devoted son, as a passionate husband,
and above all as the father of four young Americans, Chabon presents his
memories of childhood, of his parents' marriage and divorce, of moments of
painful adolescent comedy and giddy encounters with the popular art and
literature of his own youth. (PB not yet avbl)
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THE MYTH The Myth of the Rational Market: A History of Risk, Reward, and Delusion
BE TaE on Wall Street by Justin Fox 382p. A chronological journey of modern
RATIONAL economic theory, featuring the cast of scholars who constructed the 20th- and
21st-century financial landscape. He offers a behind-the-scenes glimpse at
academia's finest, complete with amusing anecdotes about the players and
their theories, and illustrates how our economic behaviors and markets have
been shaped by a gradually refined theory holding that the stock market prices
are both random and perfectly rational. A must-read for anyone interested in
the markets, our economy or government, this dense but spellbinding work

JUSTIN FOX
brings modern finance and economics to life. fromP u b | s h e r § @B Nityetiavbh

Somewhere Towards the End: A Memoir by Diana Athill 182p. In her 91st
Somewhere year, and freed from any of the inhibitions that even she may have once had,
one of the great editors in British publishing reflects candidly, and with great
N humor, on the condition of being old--the losses and occasionally the gains
S0 thebnd — that age brings, the wisdom and fortitude required to face death. (PB avbl) (

Zeitoun by Dave Eggers 351p. When Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans,
Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a prosperous Syrian-American and father of four, chose
to stay through the storm to protect his house and contracting business. In the
days after the storm, he traveled the flooded streets in a secondhand canoe,
passing on supplies and helping those he could. A week later, on September 6,
2005, Zeitoun abruptly disappeared. This book, three years in the making,
explores Zeitoun's roots in Syria, his marriage to Kathy — an American who

S s converted to Islam — their children, and the surreal atmosphere in which what
happened to Abdulrahman Zeitoun was possible. (PB avbl June)
Bright-Sided: How the Relentless Promotion of Positive Thinking Has
BA RBAR.LI\ Undermined America by Barbara Ehrenreich. 235p. With the myth busting
EHRENREICH Powers for which she is acclaimed, Ehrenreich exposes the downside of
America's penchant for positive thinking: On a personal level, it leads to
e self-blame and a morbid preoccupation with stamping out negative

thoughts. On a national level, it's brought us an era of irrational optimism
BR'GHT-S'UED resulting in disaster. This is Ehrenreich at her provocative best--poking
AW AL RLLERTLISY PRanalIEy

R Eslia, holes in conventional wisdom and faux science, and ending with a call for
g existential clarity and courage. (PB not yet avbl)
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Catching Fire: How Cooking Made Us Human by Richard Wrangham 309p.
Wrangham shows that the shift from raw to cooked foods was the key factor in
human evolution. When our ancestors adapted to using fire, humanity began.
Once our hominid ancestors began cooking their food, the human digestive
tract shrank and the brain grew. Time once spent chewing tough raw food

could be used instead to hunt and to tend camp. Cooking became the basis for
pair bonding and marriage, created the household, and even led to a sexual
division of labor. Tracing the contemporary implications of our ancestors' diets,
Catching Fire sheds new light on how we came to be the social, intelligent, and

sexual species we are today. (PB not yet avbl)

ATING
I

How the Bold Dream of a Small Tribe at J.P. Morgan
Was Corrupted by Wall Street Greed
and Unleashed a Catastrophe

Eating Animals by Jonathan Safran Foer. 341p. Foer spent much of his
youth oscillating between carnivore and vegetarian. As he became a
husband and a father, he kept returning to two questions: Why do we eat
animals? And would we eat them if we knew how they got on our dinner
plates? Synthesizing philosophy, literature, science, and his own detective
work, Eating Animals explores the many fictions we use to justify our eating
habits-from folklore to pop culture to family traditions and national myth —
and how such tales justify a brutal ignorance. Eating Animals is a
celebration and a reckoning, a story about the stories we've told — and the
stories we now need to tell. (PB not yet avbl)

Fool's Gold: How the Bold Dream of a Small Tribe At J.P. Morgan Was
Corrupted by Gillian Tett. 293p. Takes readers behind the scenes to the
inner sanctums of elite finance. The story begins with a Morgan
brainstorming session in 1994 beside a pool in Boca Raton where the
team cooked up a dazzling new idea for the exotic financial product
known as credit derivatives. That idea would rip around the banking world,
catapult Morgan to the top of the turbocharged derivatives trade, and fuel
an extraordinary banking boom that seemed to have unleashed banks
from ages-old constraints of risk. But when the derivatives dream collided
with the housing boom, and was perverted by titans of banking that
included Citigroup, UBS, Deutsche Bank, and Merrill Lynch catastrophe

followed. (PB avbl April)
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Cooking Dirty: A Story of Life, Sex, Love and Death in the Kitchen by Jason
Sheehan. 355p. Beside the requisite cursing, violence, drinking, insane
working conditions, and occasional bloodshed, there is an intense loyalty
that binds a kitchen staff of societal misfits together and keeps them
working until the last plate is served. Sheehan distills nearly 20 years spent
working in a variety of kitchens around the United States into a rough
(there's an abundance of swearing), tough, and riveting culinary biography
that not only details the scars the author has earned in his journey through
life but also gives readers a true taste of a real cook's working world. (from
Library Journal) (PB available in July)
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